
Table 3.E8.—Poverty guidelines for families of specified size, 1965-98 1 2

Date of issuance 3 1 person 2 persons 3 persons 4 persons 5 persons 6 persons 7 persons 8 persons Increment 4

December 1965 .......................... $1,540 $1,990 $2,440 $3,130 $3,685 $4,135 $4,635 $5,135 $500
August 1967 ................................ 1,600 2,000 2,500 3,200 3,800 4,200 4,700 5,300 500
September 1968 ......................... 1,600 2,100 2,600 3,300 3,900 4,400 4,900 5,400 500
September 1969 ......................... 1,800 2,400 3,000 3,600 4,200 4,800 5,400 6,000 600

December 1970 .......................... 1,900 2,500 3,100 3,800 4,400 5,000 5,600 6,200 600
November 1971 .......................... 2,000 2,600 3,300 4,000 4,700 5,300 5,900 6,500 600
October 1972 .............................. 2,100 2,725 3,450 4,200 4,925 5,550 6,200 6,850 650
March 1973 ................................. 2,200 2,900 3,600 4,300 5,000 5,700 6,400 7,100 700
May 1974 ..................................... 2,330 3,070 3,810 4,550 5,290 6,030 6,770 7,510 740

March 1975 ................................. 2,590 3,410 4,230 5,050 5,870 6,690 7,510 8,330 820
April 1976 .................................... 2,800 3,700 4,600 5,500 6,400 7,300 8,200 9,100 900
April 1977 .................................... 2,970 3,930 4,890 5,850 6,810 7,770 8,730 9,690 960
April 1978 .................................... 3,140 4,160 5,180 6,200 7,220 8,240 9,260 10,280 1,020
May 1979 ..................................... 3,400 4,500 5,600 6,700 7,800 8,900 10,000 11,100 1,100

April 1980 .................................... 3,790 5,010 6,230 7,450 8,670 9,890 11,110 12,330 1,220
March 1981 ................................. 4,310 5,690 7,070 8,450 9,830 11,210 12,590 13,970 1,380
April 1982 .................................... 4,680 6,220 7,760 9,300 10,840 12,380 13,920 15,460 1,540
February 1983 ............................. 4,860 6,540 8,220 9,900 11,580 13,260 14,940 16,620 1,680
February 1984 ............................. 4,980 6,720 8,460 10,200 11,940 13,680 15,420 17,160 1,740

March 1985 ................................. 5,250 7,050 8,850 10,650 12,450 14,250 16,050 17,850 1,800
February 1986 ............................. 5,360 7,240 9,120 11,000 12,880 14,760 16,640 18,520 1,880
February 1987 ............................. 5,500 7,400 9,300 11,200 13,100 15,000 16,900 18,800 1,900
February 1988 ............................. 5,770 7,730 9,690 11,650 13,610 15,570 17,530 19,490 1,960
February 1989 ............................. 5,980 8,020 10,060 12,100 14,140 16,180 18,220 20,260 2,040

February 1990 ............................. 6,280 8,420 10,560 12,700 14,840 16,980 18,120 21,260 2,140
February 1991 ............................. 6,620 8,880 11,140 13,400 15,660 17,920 20,180 22,440 2,260
February 1992 ............................. 6,810 9,190 11,570 13,950 16,330 18,710 21,090 23,470 2,380
February 1993 ............................. 6,970 9,430 11,890 14,350 16,810 19,270 21,730 24,190 2,460
February 1994 ............................. 7,360 9,840 12,320 14,800 17,280 19,760 22,240 24,720 2,480

February 1995 ............................. 7,470 10,030 12,590 15,150 17,710 20,270 22,830 25,390 2,560
March 1996 ................................. 7,740 10,360 12,980 15,600 18,220 20,840 23,460 26,080 2,620
March 1997 ................................. 7,890 10,610 13,330 16,050 18,770 21,490 24,210 26,960 2,720
February 1998 ............................. 8,050 10,850 13,650 16,450 19,250 22,050 24,850 27,650 2,800

1 Except for Alaska and Hawaii. Guidelines for Alaska and Hawaii since 1980
are:

Alaska Hawaii
Year 1 person Increment 4 1 person Increment 4

1980 .............. $4,760 $1,520 $4,370 $1,400
1981 .............. 5,410 1,720 4,980 1,580
1982 .............. 5,870 1,920 5,390 1,770
1983 .............. 6,080 2,100 5,600 1,930
1984 .............. 6,240 2,170 5,730 2,000
1985 .............. 6,560 2,250 6,040 2,070
1986 .............. 6,700 2,350 6,170 2,160
1987 .............. 6,860 2,380 6,310 2,190
1988 .............. 7,210 2,450 6,650 2,250
1989 .............. 7,480 2,550 6,870 2,350
1990 .............. 7,840 2,680 7,230 2,460
1991 .............. 8,290 2,820 7,610 2,600
1992 .............. 8,500 2,980 7,830 2,740
1993 .............. 8,700 3,080 8,040 2,820
1994 .............. 9,200 3,100 8,470 2,850
1995 .............. 9,340 3,200 8,610 2,940
1996 .............. 9,660 3,280 8,910 3,010
1997 .............. 9,870 3,400 9,070 3,130
1998 .............. 10,070 3,500 9,260 3,220

 Separate figures for Alaska and Hawaii reflect Office of Economic Opportunity
administrative practice beginning in the 1966-70 period. The Census Bureau,
producer of the primary version of the poverty measure, does not produce
separate figures for Alaska and Hawaii.

2 Before 1983, guidelines are for nonfarm families only.
3 Guidelines shown are effective from date of issuance.
4 Add this amount for each additional family member. Before 1973, increments

between some of the smaller family sizes differed from the increment shown in
the table. Beginning in 1973, the increment has been the same between all family
sizes in each year’s set of guidelines.
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